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The following article first appeared in the WORD newsletter and was written by Dixie Massey.

_________

Word Research Report
I’ve spent much of the last several weeks planning for, traveling to, and recovering from presenting at the College Reading Association Conference and the National Reading Conference. In spite of the grading that still sits mocking me, both conferences were excellent and I wanted to share some of the highlights and encouragements from the conferences as they relate to literacy research.

Complex Issues: Over and over the complexity of literacy research was highlighted. What schools of education and what legislators value as literacy often contrasts sharply. K-12 teachers are held accountable for academic progress, while teacher educators often place a high value on documenting the affect of reading, as well as the academic progress. We as researchers were urged to undertake research that addresses the complexity of today’s literacy landscape.

Collaboration: In order to be able to describe the complexity of literacy, individual researchers must collaborate. This also was a frequent refrain throughout the conferences. Many of the study groups and Special Interest Groups (SIGs) are beginning to frame specific research agendas as a group. One group that I participated in went so far as to begin framing a survey that all of the group members could use for collecting data. One member will take the lead on managing the survey through Survey Monkey software. Then, we will collectively begin to analyze our survey results and practices. This will be difficult, since we are scattered throughout the United States, but such far-reaching collaboration becomes necessary if we are to make our voices heard. If you are undertaking a project, you might want to check in with the SIGs at the national level and see what is already being done. These groups are usually described on the organization’s websites. 
Communication: The larger audience for our research was also discussed in great detail. We have been effective at documenting and presenting our work to our own members, but we must now turn our attention to impacting larger audiences at the political levels. Politicians hear the criticism of education, specifically colleges of education. Now they need to see and consider the impact of what we do. 
Consistency: In many of the sessions at these conferences, presenters were urged to do long-term follow-up. Studies that examined the impact on students over one semester/course were viewed as important beginnings, but only beginnings. What is needed, said many discussants, is long-term looks at what happens after the instruction and interventions. 
Based on these three issues of research posed at the conferences, several areas were offered as needing more research:

· Phonemic awareness and phonics: What is the research base that is considered when companies such as Open Court claim to be “research-based?” Does what they cover align with the current research in this area?
· Comprehension instruction: What is effective and how can this be communicated most effectively to preservice and inservice teachers?

· Adolescent Literacy: Today’s context has emphasized early literacy, leaving adolescent literacy in danger of being neglected. Some researchers call it the “crisis” in adolescent literacy. Effective practice and engagement models need further research.

· Motivation: Many programs are implemented in schools as “motivational” tools for reading. Are they effective? What is the long-term impact of these studies? How do we engage the marginalized students in reading? What is the long-term impact of the reading accountability measures on motivation?

· Teacher Studies: How do we more effectively help our preservice and inservice teachers in the schools of education meet the demands of literacy instruction? K-12 schools are criticizing schools of education for not producing teachers that know how to implement testing programs. What should the response be from schools of education?

These were just a few of the issues and questions that were raised at the College Reading Association Conference and the National Reading Conference. Undoubtedly, we will hear these questions again at the International Reading Association Conference in May. If you are interested in starting a project regarding some of these issues and are looking for collaborators, please contact me at ddmassey@comcast.net. Perhaps in this way we can begin to network with each other and meet the current research needs.
